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¢ > Opening Word from the Mayor << °

In 1993, Hitachi City devised “The Culture Promotion Guideline of Hitachi City” to
promote cultural activities, and various projects were carried out. Since then, 20 years
have passed and the situation surrounding the cultural administration has changed greatly.
The National and Prefectural governments devised the guidelines and law about cultural
promotion. Hitachi City established the “Yoshida Tadashi Memorial Museum of Music,”
“Taga Civic Hall,” and the “Kado Memorial Citizen Gallery.” This January, the City also
built “Tkeno-kawa Sakura Arena,” a venue that can be used not only for sports but also
cultural events.

In addition, the “Public Interest Foundation Hitachi Citizen Cultural Corporations”
and “Public Interest Foundation Hitachi City Science, Culture and Information
Foundation,” which have played a role in promoting the cultural activities of Hitachi for
a long time, merged on April 1, 2015, forming the “Public Interest Foundation Hitachi
Citizen Science and Culture Foundation.”

Based on this, we decided to revise the cultural promotion guideline to show the new
direction and policy of cultural promotion in Hitachi.

With Hitachi City facing various problems, including a declining population, we are
developing policies aimed at bringing a “vitality and peace of mind” to the city with a
general strategic focus on our city, the people, and jobs in December 2015. With this
in mind, the fundamental goal for the implementation of our policies is to make use of
Hitachi’s unique characteristics in order to create and propel the city forward as a city
with a sense of security and vigor.

Culture and art activities are important elements of Hitachi's uniqueness, and therefore
we believe that re-evaluating and considering in what ways to develop and promote
our cultural and artistic endeavors as well as in what way these features can be most
effectively utilized are extremely important as we continue to revise our policies.

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. We sincerely express our
gratitude to everyone concerned, who deliberated on this guideline formulation and those

who continue to provide support and assistance for our cultural activities.

March, 2017
Haruki Ogawa

QAR

Mayor of Hitachi
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We revise our cultural promotion guideline in light of the deliberations by the
national government or prefecture on the revision of the cultural promotion
guideline, improving cultural facilities, development of the successor of cultural
project and environmental changes around our culture.

Terms About 10 years
of plan

The Significance of Culture

(1M Culture enriches our hearts and lives it will be created and
inherited by the future generations.
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(@ Culture not only creates our definite aim of life and foundation,
but also has social roles and possibilities such as the connec-
tion with education, sightseeing, welfare and so on.
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The city of Hitachi, located in an area with rich
and abundant nature between the mountains and
the sea, has a long history spanning thousands of
years. The development of Hitachi as a city came
from mining and creating original craftsmanship
and manufacturing techniques. Hitachi has a rich
culture developed by countless individuals.
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The name “Hitachi” (written as “rising
sun” in Japanese) is said to come from
Tokugawa Mitsukuni, commonly known
as Mito-Komon, when he visited the
area. Mitsukuni was awed by the beauty
of the sun rising up from the ocean and
praised the city as the “place where the

. »
sun rises.
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Hitachi’s “Furyumono” is a 15 meter-tall festival float upon which traditional Japanese dolls called “karakuri” are used to create theatrical performances. The float was
constructed by locals of Old Miyata Village and dedicated to the community shrine, now known as Kamine Shrine. Presently, Higashi-cho, Kita-cho, Hon-cho, and Nishi-
cho areas each have their own Furyumono festival float, each of which is exhibited in a yearly rotation at the annual Hitachi Cherry Blossom Festival. In addition, all
four Furyumono floats are gathered and presented together every 7 years at Kamine Shrine’s large community-wide festival called “Taisairei.”

The front of the float is called omote-yakata and consists of five levels of platforms on which the karakuri dolls are placed. These five levels are all closed off at the
beginning of the performance and gradually open throughout the performance to create the theatrical spectacle. Once the performance is complete on the front omote-
yakata side, the massive float is then spun around by hand and another performance is enacted on the reverse-side called the “ushiro-yama” side.
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In the 38th year of the Meiji era (1905), Kuhara Fusanosuke purchased
the Akasawa Copper Mine and renamed it Hitachi Copper Mine. In order
to further develop the copper mine, Kuhara actively introduced new mining
techniques and as a result, made Hitachi Copper Mine one of the top four
copper mines in Japan. However, the area later began suffering greatly from
the air pollution produced by the mine’ s smoke chimney which created a
serious problem for the community.

In the 3rd year of Taisho (1914), in order to resolve the issue of smoke
pollution, a 156m high chimney, the tallest in the world at the time, was
proudly erected.

With the construction and implementation of this large chimney and by
adjusting plant operations in accordance with weather conditions and wind
direction, the smoke pollution was greatly reduced.

Although the chimney collapsed in February 1993, its remains still stand as a symbol
of the prosperouscoexistence between neighboring communities and Hitachi mine.
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Yoshida Tadashi was born in the 10" year of Taisho (1921) in Taga-gun, Takasuzu-mura, Sukegawa (currently known as Kashima Itcho-
me) and had a fondness for music from a very young age. After graduating from Hitachi Senior Technical School of Industry, Yoshida found
employment in Tokyo and began studying music composition.

In the 17 year of Showa (1942), Yoshida, who had been summoned and drafted for military service and subsequently detained in an
internment camp in Siberia during and after the war, began composing songs to cheer up and encourage his fellow soldiers during his
internment. Back in Japan, one of Yoshida’s songs Tkoku no Oka, had been studio recorded and was being played all over Japan, sparking the
beginning of Yoshida's career as a musical composer upon his return home to Japan. After that, Yoshida and his musical compositions became
a hallmark of the Showa era and became representative of the time with over 200 hit songs such as one of his most representative works
Itsudemo Yumewo. During his lifetime, Yoshida composed over 2,400 songs.

In the 10* year of Heisei (1998), Yoshida was bestowed the National Honor Award for his composition Yoshida Melody for enriching the
hope and dreams of the People. Yoshida was also designated as an Honorary Citizen of Hitachi City.

In honor of the numerous contributions to the promotion and development of music culture made by Mr. Yoshida Tadashi, the Yoshida
Tadashi Memorial Museum of Music was opened in April 2004 with the aim of sharing and passing on his various works to future generations.

The museum serves as a center for the advancement of local culture within the city as well as a location for regional cultural exchange.
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In the Juo district in the area of Ishihama, Japan’s only cormorant capturing
spot is located. A bird nest is situated on the edge of a high cliff and a decoy
cormorant figure is used to attract the live birds for capture. There are two
seasons every year in which cormorants are captured at this location: from
April to June and from October to December. Approximately 40 cormorants
are caught and sent to cormorant fishing areas where they are trained and
used to catch fish by special cormorant fisherman. The capturing technique

used is designated as one of Hitachi's Intangible Folk Culture Assets.
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In Hitachi, there are: various cultural act1v1t1es in a w1de range of\ﬁelds 1nclud1ng art, music, and more.

There is also the Hitachi' Cultural Assoaatlon c0n51st1ng-0f~numer0us member organizations in the city, as well
as the H1tach1 F1ne Arts Festlval.an(uh“e._Hltach1-C‘1,ty..Art Exhlbltlonwmonlyﬂreferred to as “Shiten” (“the
City Expo e Wlth all of thé"various organizations and cultural events, the city offers many opportunltles for city
residents to experience various forms of culture.
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Basic Concept and Promotion Points

[Interacting] The Culture of Hitachi

Aiming our culture to develop widely and strengthening coordination
with relevant organizations.

[Creating] The Culture of Hitachi
Promotion of general improvement of culture with creating new culture.

Fostering talent mainly children who will bear the next generation.

[Learning] The Culture of Hitachi
Having pride and love for our hometown through experiencing culture.

) Revitalizing Cultural Activities
Wide Development Activity support for cultural groups

Enriching international project Enrich opportunities for performance

Strengthening Cooperation with Creating Opportunities to

Relevant Organizations perform Cultural Activities

Cooperation with relevant Promotion of using cultural facilities
organizations

Strengthening cooperation Utilizing Cultural
with sister cities Activities

Enriching gathering or - 1VItl
Sending information ”' T n"l’ T17 "v (L (7 Creating definite aim in life

]m”\( Ar\!lﬁ\mn"\ |r []l]n D Utilizing culture for
education,

sightseeing and welfare

Basic
Concept
Rediscovering . o \ . Developing the
Culture Leriiinire  IRENNIENT S Next Generation
Improving opportunities B O N

Support development of
leaders and successors
Improving cultural projects for

for experiencing culture
Preserving and utilizing

cultural property children
Expanding opportunities to see Promotion of participation of youth
and experience culture Expand opportunities to learn about local
Improving facilities for cultural activities projects
Fostering love for our hometown Development of Cultural Projects
Enhancing opportunities to learn Continuous support for cultural projects

about Hitachi
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The Revised Cultural Promotion

Our
Vision

—~AJ01SIY S A110 8U1 Sullelosldde pue ainjeu Ylm SUIMoIS AQ
91A1S 1YoR1IH 211S14910R1EYD Aj9NDIUN © JO UOI1RaJ0 puR 1usWdo|anap-09 A0 8y | —

e

111
Wl
'
LK)

f:|

E

Iy9e}IH JO 84n3|ND 8Y3 Sul1e8ID-0D

V.

Mnteracting] Wide
The Culture of Hitachi

Aiming our culture to develop widely Strengthening of
and strengthening coordination with Relevant
with relevant organzations

Revitalizing

[Creating]

Cultural
The Culture of Hitachi Creating opportunities
) Cultural
Promotion of general
improvement of culture

with creating new culture Utilizing Cultural

The Culture of Hitachi

[Development | < Developing the

Fostering talent
mainly the children who will Development of
bear the next generation

The Culture of Hitachi

rLearningJ < Rediscovering

Having pride and love for :
our hometown through Fostering love
experiencing culture
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Guideline of Hitachi City (system diagram)

_ Specific Measures

Enriching international project

development /

Cooperation with relevant organzations
Cooperation Strengthening cooperation with sister cities

Organizations
Enriching gathering or sending information

< Activity support for cultural groups

Activities
Enrich opportunities for performance
to perform —— Promotion of using culutural facilities
Activities
/ Creating definite aim in life
Activities —

Utilizing culture for education, sightseeing and welfare

Promotion of participating of youth

Expand opportunities to learn local projects

Support development of leaders and successors
Next Generation § Improving cultural projects for children
Cultural Projects \

Continuous support for cultural projects

Expanding opportunities to see and experience culture

Improving facilities for cultural activities

Improving opportunities for experiencing culture
Culture § Preserving and utilizing cultural property
for our hometown \

Enhancing opportunities to learn about Hitachi
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